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Newsletter April – August 2010

Hello  MT4Uth Friends and Supporters,

Firstly MT4Uth would like to pay tribute to our Artistic Director, mentor and friend Vernon Mound who sadly passed away on Friday 27th August 2010. Our charity owes so much to Vernon's great talent and dedication, without which we would not be where we are today. He was a dear friend and an inspiration to us all. Thank you Vernon. We will be dedicating our fundraising concert in the Ulster Hall on 12th December in Vernon’s memory. 

Secondly we have to say a fond farewell to the old team and give some introductions to the new team. Sorcha McVeigh, Manager, and Rosie Garsmeur, Administrator, left MT4Uth in April and we wish to extend our gratitude and appreciation for all their hard work over the years.

We now have a brand new team in the MT4Uth office – hopefully the majority of you will have met us by now and if not no doubt we will see you at our performance of ‘Annie Get Your Gun’ at the Marketplace, Armagh or at our fundraising concert in The Ulster Hall on 12th December (details below).  Anne Gilmore is the new Office Manager, Erika Reid has taken the role of Operations Manager and they are joined by Laura Boyd as Administrative Assistant. Alan Campbell was with us for six months as Development Assistant and has moved on to ‘pastures new’ working in property in London – we wish him all the best! So far we have all enjoyed our experiences of MT4Uth and very much look forward to working for such a vibrant, talented, unique and energetic company.

Already Music Theatre 4 Youth has had an incredibly busy and successful year to date. Firstly, we completed our first-ever residential ‘Boot Camp’ at Rockport School during the Easter holidays, which catered for one hundred young people on our Level 2 (aged 11-15) and Level 3 (aged 16-25) programmes.  With the charity now operating north and south of the border, participants were individually selected from auditions in January at venues in Belfast, Newry and Dublin.  The residential course gave the participants more confidence in performing, stage exposure and a marked improvement in specific aspects of their singing, acting and movement.  Again, we are deeply indebted to our fantastic artistic team, whose knowledge, experience and enthusiasm are crucial in our young people’s continued development. We would also like to extend our thanks to our guest tutors who gave invaluable advice and guidance to our Level 3 participants; Pippa Ailion - Casting Director,  Stuart Barr – Vocal Coach  and Ollie Thompson – Agent, all hailing from London’s West End. We also had another VIP guest in the form of Chike Okowono, actor in BBC’s ‘Blood and Oil’ and ‘Paradox’, an inspiration to our young people as he began his very successful career in youth music theatre as a teenager.

It was a very busy summer for MT4Uth. We were honoured to be invited to showcase excerpts from our Level 3 show from 2009 ‘Godspell’ at the Business In The Community Awards in The Waterfront in June. We blew the audience away with our performance, an audience that included President Mary McAleese as well as some of the most prominent business men and women throughout Ireland. An excellent opportunity for the charity to raise its profile within Ireland, North and South.

In July we returned from the International Youth Arts Festival (IYAF) in London, where we took our production of ‘Godspell’ (first performed in the Grand Opera House Belfast, August 2009) to the international stage.  We are very grateful to Ulster Garden Villages, Deloitte, Brewin Dolphin and ARUP for their support, without which we would not have been able to take our 32 strong cast to London this summer. Being the only company from Ireland selected to take part; we proudly showcased our island’s excellence and professionalism in the performing arts at Kingston’s Rose Theatre.  ‘Godspell’ received glowing reviews and yet another triumph under our belts, having been presented with the only award of the festival - for “The Most Innovative Theatre Company”.  With over 100 separate events and groups from across the world involved we were honoured to receive this accolade.  In addition, our young cast received the only standing ovation of the festival from an audience of over 700 on the final evening!

August saw the return of our Level 3 residential project where 50 of our 16 to 25 year old participants spent 10 days at Rockport, Holywood. They ‘work shopped’ the musical production 'Our House' culminating in 4 performances in The Waterfront Hall Studio Theatre from the 19th to 21st August with two sell out performances achieving standing ovations from delighted audiences. We were really excited about this production after the great success of ‘Godspell’ last year. Vernon Mound, who oversaw MT4Uth’s artistic programming, introduced Per Eltvik- who directed the European premiere of the award-winning ‘Spring Awakening’- as the Artistic Director for ‘Our House’.  Similarly, Anthoula Papadakis, who leads our choreography, invited Ismail Omari- the co-founder and manager of ‘The Voice’, Sweden’s top street dance school- to make his MT4Uth debut as associate choreographer.  Andrew Corcoran returned as Musical Director having worked on the original West End production of ‘Our House’ on top of which we were very privileged to have the original ‘Our House’ Choreographer, Robert Foley, teaching our young people some fantastic ‘moves’ and nifty group routines . We would like to extend our gratitude to Edwards and Co Solicitors and Willis Financial Services for sponsoring the Level 3 project this year. We would also like to thank The Arts Council NI for their continued support of MT4Uth through their Lottery Project Funding.

   

Our busy summer continued with our involvement in ‘Don't Stop Believing’. This was a Channel 5 British television talent show aired this August. It was inspired by the musical comedy-drama Glee, and featured live shows in which musical performance groups competed against each other, with viewers voting on the winner.  It is presented by Emma Bunton and an all star judging panel made up of Chucky Klapow, Duncan James, Tamzin Outhwaite, and Anastacia! MT4Uth were one of the 4000 musical theatre groups across the UK that entered into 'Don't Stop Believing'.  They successfully completed two rounds of auditions and were invited to the live quarter finals after only a few hours of rehearsals! 

MT4Uth battled it out live on air securing a place in the ‘judges’ wildcard’ show on Sunday 15th August 2010. The Channel 5 show which aired on the Sunday 8th August saw the ten Northern Ireland performers perform the Muse hit “Feeling Good”, live on national TV in front of an estimated audience of 5 million, beating off stiff competition from Lisburn performers Fusion Theatre.  Tamzin said the production was 'Performance Art', Anastasia declared the group as "Full, creepy and...great! Chucky also remarked that we were a group he would definitely remember in the morning! Another celebrity supporter came in the form of David Grant, the vocal coach on Fame Academy and X-Factor! "Well done. So glad to see MT4Uth making it this far and to see you doing so well." David Grant. The wild card show then took place the following week where the group excelled their performance even further to battle against eight other groups which the judges are selected. MT4Uth's place in the final was taken marginally by Swish, who then went on to win the show. 

Throughout the show the group were praised by all at Shine TV for the immense energy, commitment and enthusiasm they contributed to their rehearsals and performances. This was a great experience for the ten MT4Uth performers as well as being an excellent opportunity for our charity to gain nationwide exposure – they did us proud!

Also this August MT4Uth ran their first community based Aim High project in conjunction with New lodge Arts’ Celebrate North Belfast Festival. Sixteen young people from all over North Belfast performed a showcase from the hit musical ‘A Slice of Saturday Night’ after only 4 days of rehearsals with London based Artistic Director, Syd Ralph and Choreographer, Paul Madden supported by Northern Irish Musical Director Shane McVicker and Welsh Assistant Director, Patsy Hughes.

We were delighted to work with such talented and dedicated young people from various community groups across Belfast, including The Ardoyne, New Lodge and Mount Vernon. What they achieved in only four days was no mean feat and our artistic team were extremely impressed with the commitment and hard work these young people put in to create such a fantastic musical theatre showcase. MT4Uth were so impressed with the calibre of performance we are delighted to invite this North Belfast Aim High group to perform a showcase of what they learnt during this project at the Music Theatre 4 Youth fundraising concert taking place at The Ulster Hall in December. MT4Uth would like to extend our gratitude to Hope For Youth NI, Lloyds TSB, Bombardier and Children In Need for their support of our Aim High Programme. Without their sponsorship we would not have been able to run this project and the merits of doing such great outreach work are priceless. Not only did these young people ignite a passion for musical theatre and performance but they also developed personally by improving their social skills and confidence. We hope to develop this partnership with New Lodge Arts and learn from this experience so we can deliver further cross community outreach projects across Ireland so that young people in deprived areas get opportunities they would otherwise never have.

So as you can see we have had an incredibly busy and thoroughly successful year so far and the charity continues to go from strength to strength. We look forward to our Level 2 residential project in October where 50 of our 11-15 year olds will be performing ‘Annie Get Your Gun’ at The Marketplace Theatre in Armagh – to book tickets please visit http://www.marketplacearmagh.com/shows/item.php?id=1086 or call 028 3752 1821.

As mentioned above we have another exciting show coming up, our fundraising concert in memory of our beloved Artistic Director, Vernon Mound, in The Ulster Hall on Sunday 12th December. This MT4Uth showcase will include excerpts from ‘Godspell’, ‘Our House’, ‘Annie Get Your Gun’, ‘A Slice of Saturday Night’ and many more with special performances from our alumni such as Niamh Perry, Jayne Wisener and Barry McGonagle. All of which make for a fabulous night’s entertainment. We will be in touch with further details of this extravaganza very soon.

Many thanks for your continued support,

From All at Music Theatre 4 Youth.

